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Express Mail No. EV 346 792 879 US 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Bruno GHYSELEN et al. 
Application No: 10/686,082 

Filing Date: October 14, 2003 

For: PREVENTIVE TREATMENT METHOD 
FOR A MULTILAYER SEMICONDUCTOR 
STRUCTURE 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION 

Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In response to the Examiner's species restriction requirement dated March 23, 
2005, applicants elect method claims 1-19 (Species I) for examination in this application. 

It is respectfully submitted that this restriction is in error and should be 
withdrawn. There is no additional burden on the Examiner to search both species of this 
invention since the same combinations of components are claimed, namely a 
semiconductor structure that includes a support substrate, an intermediate layer and a 
surface layer, and a protective layer that is formed between the intermediate layer and the 
surface layer, with the protective layer being made from a material chosen to be 
sufficiently resistant to the chemical treatment to protect the intermediate layer from 
chemical attack. Accordingly, rather than presenting patentably distinct species that 
would place an undue burden upon the Examiner to conduct a patentability search, the 
species are so related as to provide different scopes of protection for the same invention. 
Furthermore, should the Examiner's reasoning be correct, then it would be possible to 
restrict each dependent claim to a different species. As there is no burden upon the 
Examiner to conduct a search for the 20 claims of this application, it is respectfully 
requested that all claims remain together for examination in this application 

In addition, should the Examiner not find any material prior art against the elected 
species, then the search should be extended to the other species even if this restriction is 
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maintained. It is respectfully submitted that all claims are in condition for allowance, 
early notice of which would be appreciated. 

No fees are believed to be due for this amendment. Should any fees be required, 
please charge such fees to Winston & Strawn LLP Deposit Account No. 50-1814. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date Allan A. Fanucci (Reg. No. 30,256) 

WINSTON & STRAWN LLP 
Customer No. 28765 
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